THE TURK AS RULER
by Midhat, Damad, and other patriots, but only
in 1908 did the nation, with the help of the army,
succeed in securing a Constitution with some-
thing in the nature of a permanent guarantee.
The Sultan is both temporal and spiritual head
of the nation, though not, as some writers think,
the head of Islam, for he has no official status
outside of his own dominions beyond being re-
spected as Guardian of the Holy Places (Khadim-
ul-haremei?i)* He is both Commander of the
Faithful and Khalifa (i.e. Lieutenant), not of
God himself, but of Mohammed, his Envoy
(ressoul). The title of Sultan, like those of Khan
and Emir, is purely secular. He is also entitled
to call himself the Shadow of God (Zilloullah)
and the Conqueror (G-kazi), a distinction which,
as has been said above, the ex-Sultan, who never
once led his soldiers in battle, preferred to all
the rest.
The order of succession to the Osmanli throne
enacts that it shall pass to the eldest living male
of the reigning house. This has been evolved
after many other schemes. Thus, Ebu Bekr, suc-
cessor of Mohammed, was elected, and he named
his own successor. Later in the history of the
Khalifate the throne passed from father to son,
* This is more literally to be rendered " Servant of the
Holy Places."
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